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M y nam e is R ussell C. C outure. O n M ay 11, 2013, Iw as sailing aboard the Str. H erbertC.


Jackson in the position ofC aptain. The vessel w as inbound the R ouge R iverw ith a load of


taconite pellets bound forSeverstal. As the vessel approached the Jefferson S treet bridge


shortly before 0200 local tim e, the w eatherw as clearand visibility w as good.


A t approxim ately 0158, Isounded one long blast and one short blast on the ships


w histle to requestan opening ofthe Jefferson S treetbridge. S hortly afterIsignaled, Isaw the


traffic control gates on the bridge com e dow n to stop traffic from  crossing the bridge. I


continued to slow the vessel dow n by backing on its engine w hile w aiting for the bridge to


open, bringing the vessel nearly to a com plete stop. A t approxim ately 0205, the bridge began


to open and itopened com pletely, com ing to rest in the fully open position and displaying


green lights on each bridge section. Ithen w ent ahead on the engine, and the vessel's speed


began to increase. A t approxim ately, 0211, Isaw the south section ofthe bridge begin to com e


dow n quickly in fronto fthe vessel, and then the north section started com ing dow n quickly. I


im m ediately placed the engine full astern, and ordered the m ates on the bow  and stern to drop


theirrespective anchors. The stern anchorw as deployed, but recognizing thatour bow w as


going to allide w ith the bridge, Irang the general alarm  and fortheir safety, the crew  m em bers


on the bow quickly leftthe area before they w ere able to deploy the bow  anchor.


A tapproxim ately 0212, the vessel's bow  allided w ith the bridge. S hortly thereafter, the


stern anchorw as retrieved, Ibacked the vessel aw ay from  the bridge, and anchored the vessel




in the river. Icontacted the U nited States C oast G uard to advise ofthe allision. All w atch


standers and others pertinentto the navigation ofthe vessel w ere prom ptly alcohol tested w ith


negative results. U rine sam ples w ere prom ptly collected fordrug testing.


A t all tim es relevantto this incident all ofthe vessel's equipm entw as w orking properly.
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